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Boulton died in 1809, James Watt in 1819; but their business
did not die with them, and E. Roll, History of the Firm of
Boulton and Watt (1930), carries the firm into the second
. generation. All through the nineteenth century Birmingham
was in the industrial limelight alike in transport and industry,
in the railway age and the automobile age, and in the
transition from iron to steel and from steel to alloys. The
technical reason for this was that it was a home of engineering
in many forms, as well as the possessor of numerous special
trades. It could not have fallen into a general decline unless
the whole of England had declined with it. Boulton's old
home, Soho House (Soho in his day was a suburb of
Birmingham), is now, they say, a residential hotel. If the
London Stock Exchange ever feels like evacuating, it might
do worse than select this as its new home. For it is solid and
heavily slated, and even in Boulton's day it possessed a central
heating system.
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TYNESIDE
This is a task of compression greater than any preceding
or to follow, and naturally so, for here after a brief historical
introduction we watch history running out into the present
in an area which, equally with those of Glasgow and South
Wales, paid the penalty of .the sudden transition from war
to peace and of the world growth of trade policies hostile to
international trade. But since in the lazy years of peace
defence was deemed to be of less importance than opulence,
Britain's great reservoirs of defence were either left to struggle
along for themselves or treated as objects of charity. I do
not think any country has ever found a more lamentable
way of dealing with the great problem of demobilisation than
labelling great areas of itself depressed areas. I am sure,
too, that the psychological loss has been great from reckoning
change ui terms of the unemployment register. It is a
mistake of the same sort as that which the country committed
in earlier days when it handled the mobilisation of industry
to the Industrial Revolution in terms of the workhouse and
the poor settlement.
In its  fundamental  role  Tyneside is  very similar  to